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PROLOGUE

——

Notes to Our Readers

“Commit your actions to the Lord, and your plans will succeed...”

C. Thomas Gambrell

Proverbs 16:3

Our mission is to galvanize a community of Christian business own-

ers and success-minded people into accelerated Kingdom building
activity, not only from a business or career standpoint, but also from

an everyday living perspective. My coauthor, Gerald D. Rogers, and |

are delighted by the fact that you are reading our book. We would like
to start the dialogue and have this be a continuous process in order

to bring the relevance of the Word of God to your activities outside

of the brick-and-mortar church where you may be fellowshipping.
Even if you're not attending church, these principles and laws still

apply to your pursuit of success. This book is for everyone—there is

no discrimination in the dissemination of the Word of God.
Over the past decade, operating as career-minded individuals, busi-

ness owners, success coaches, and family men, we have gathered insight

to share with you on how to achieve “good success” based on the spiri-

tual laws found in the Christian Bible. This book is a manifestation of all

of the trials, tribulations, and triumphs that we've had over the past ten

years. With full hearts, we welcome you to Success on God’s Terms: How
to Think, Speak and Perform to See the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth.

——— K
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Success on God’s Terms

So, dive right in and enjoy the learning experience. Thank you for

taking this journey with us through the pages of our book.

Gerald D. Rogers

It is in a spirit of humility that we share with you the information

found in this book. What we are sharing was given to us from our

mentors and spiritual leaders. We're excited about the opportunity
to help you develop into the person that you've been created and

uniquely designed to be.

Remember, success is relative to where you are and there is no
end point to the process. For you, reading this book may be the start-

ing point or just a stepping stone on your journey. Nevertheless, we

wish to catapult you along your path, in every facet of your life, so
that you can have maximum impact in your local, regional, national,

and international marketplaces.

Many individuals are looking for success, but we've realized
through our studies and experiences that success on God’s terms is

the only type of success that is everlasting. We've designed this book

to help you understand that, although material things are a part of
success, the mostimportant component is the character you possess.

Only a character influenced by and grounded in the Word of God will
allow you to have a lasting impact on the lives of the people in the

communities you've been allowed to represent. These principles, if

used properly, will allow your business to flourish in many arenas.
We challenge you to know where you are in your personal rela-

tionship with God through our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. Uti-

lize the information shared in these pages to maximize your earning
potential in the marketplace, but more importantly, to be a witness

and a living testament of the power of God.

We appreciate you for allowing us to serve you in this capacity.
Thank you for your time, your energy, and your open heart.

e Y]
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Notes to Our Readers

Our Prayer for You

Father, we thank You for this moment in time. We pray, Lord, that You
will continually guide and direct the paths of our readers and let this
information be planted deeply in their hearts and have it return to
You a thousand fold. Anoint their eyes to see clearly and open their
hearts to receive the Spirit of the words on the pages that follow so
that their minds and lives can be transformed. Let the words that
they read speak to their souls. We thank You for this tool and mecha-
nism to bring honor and glory to Your name. Thank You, for we de-
clare these things in the name of Jesus. Amen.

How to Use this Book

The information in this book is not esoteric or something you have
to contemplate for months, weeks, or years. We've been straight-
forward, transparent, and plain in our approach to designing this
book. The idea behind this initiative is that we want to help you sift
through the Word of God in a way that allows you to practically apply
it to your daily life. Because the Word of God is plain and sure, we are
all ministers—our lives are ministries to the people who are in our
centers of influence. There is no gray area in our lives. We either lead
people to the cross or away from it. Our life is our testimony. Either
we're leading people to liberty and eternal life or we're leading them
to destruction and certain death. You have to figure out what you
want your life to reflect and determine the impact that you will have
on people. If you're lukewarm in your role, you're leading people to
death and destruction. If you have apathy and you're not vocal about
the things that you see happening in and around you, the inactiv-
ity and silence leads people to destruction and death. It's like seeing
someone standing in the street with their back to traffic and sud-
denly there’s a truck driving towards them. You see the truck coming,
but you don't say anything to the person and they wind up getting
hit by the truck. The idea is that you have to be out there blasting
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CHAPTER 3

)

Hearing with the Ear in
Your hEARt

“So be sure to pay attention to what you hear. To those who are open
to my teaching, more understanding will be given. But to those who
are not listening, even what they think they have will be taken away
from them.”

Luke 8:18

s success coaches, we have found, when developing

a business, there are usually two things at the root of

all successes or failures and they are communication
and planning. We're not going to be talking about planning in this
particular conversation. What we're focusing on is one of the
elements of communication, which is listening. We want to share
with you this topic of sound principles with regard to the concept of
hearing and understanding with your heart versus merely listening
with your ears. You're not only listening, but listening in a way that
you can actually hear—a way that will help with the understanding
of the words being communicated. You have to stop and think about
what’s being communicated and what isn’t being said and what the
nature of the words are in context to the conversation. In order to do

v |3 e
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Success on God’s Terms

this effectively, you have to actively use all three of your ears. Notice

above that a little clue was given as to where your third ear is. We're
all given two ears that are attached to the sides of our head, one on

the left side and the other on the right side. I'm not talking about

listening with these ears, but really hearing with your third ear. If
you look at the word heart, the first four letters are h-e-a-r, the word

hear, which I find very interesting. I'm not sure if that’s a coincidence

or not. Then, if you look at what's at the center of word heart, there
are the three letters e-a-r. There you will find your third ear.

[ was talking to one of my mentors and he was speaking to me

about my heart. He said, “C. Thomas, you were given two ears, but you
have to begin to hear with your heart. There's an ear in your heart.”

Now, picture me looking at him like he had three heads as he’s
talking to me about this third ear in my heart because I'm thinking

to myself, “Certainly, there’s no ear inside the heart that is beating in

my chest.” But as he sat with me and he took out a piece of paper,
he wrote out what I just described to you above regarding the word

heart. What he said in closing his conversation with me was, “When

you hear with the ear in your heart, you can hear the person to a T".
I thought that was a very clever play on the word heart and really

broke down the last letter of the word heart being “T". He began to

talk to me in terms that I really didn't understand, but as I began to
study and learn and deal with people more through my experiences,

I really began to understand what he was saying.

Ignorant People

One of the things he was saying to me was that in our society there are

alot of clichés. There’s also a lot of misinformation in society perpet-

uated by ignorant people. Now, the word ignorant is not meant to be
offensive—it’s just a way of describing someone who doesn't know.

We're all ignorant of something. Everyone who will read this book is

ignorant of something and whether you know you're ignorant or not,
is irrelevant. There are certain things that we don’t know about and

e 1 e
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Hearing with the Ear in Your hEARt

there’s no way for us to understand it because we're not even aware

of the fact that we don't know about it—right? So, ignorance is not

necessarily a negative thing. This was one of the things that my men-

tor talked about relating to this whole concept of hearing.

Feel with Your Mind; Think with Your Heart

My mentor said to me, “I want you to think about what I'm saying.

Don’t make any judgments, just think about what I'm saying.” He went

on to describe the fact that we're taught by society that we think with
our minds. When you think about your brain, all of your senses are

attached to it through your skin, nose, mouth, eyes, and ears. You have

feeling in your skin, the nose smells, you taste through your mouth,

have sight through your eyes, and your ears hear. So, all of those

things are really connected to your brain and, without these things,

we would have no way to interpret the world outside of our bodies. If

we didn't have our five senses, there would be no way for us to under-

stand what was happening to us in the world outside of ourselves. So,

what he began to describe to me was this scenario where we really
feel with our mind. Then he went on to talk about my heart. He said,

“Your heart has an ear in it and it’s really the ear made for understand-

ing. It’s there to process information that you're getting from the envi-
ronment. That information goes through your brain and it’s processed

in your heart. When your heart is hardened, information can’t get into

it because of hurt, fear, or those things that block positive energy.”
We know that when the children of Israel were fleeing Egypt,

there were several references to God hardening Pharaoh’s heart be-

fore he allowed the Hebrews to leave. Pharaoh’'s judgment became

flawed once again as he pursued them. Because of that hardened

heart, the Egyptians wound up in the sea while the children of Israel

walked through it to the other side on to dry land. Yet, it was God who

hardened Pharaoh’s heart and caused his perception to be off.

It's your heart that determines the actions you take based on the

information being fed into it. When people say unpleasant things to
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you and when you're seeing your bank account going up and down
and your children are acting up, the state of your heart will deter-
mine the actions that you take in response to what you are experi-
encing. If your heart is distracted or hardened, calloused, or if it's
been wounded or is filled with fear, then it's not going to respond the
way that God would like for it to. When we allow the Word of God
to occupy and sit on the throne of our heart, chances are greatly in-

creased that we will respond with the appropriate action sanctioned
by the Word of God.

Matters of the Heart

I want you to turn with me to Matthew, chapter 13. [ want to give you
an illustration through the words of Christ Jesus about this whole con-
cept of understanding with your heart and that concept of hearing in
a dual process that includes the ears on your head as well as the one
in your heart. So, chapter 13 is the parable of the sower and, if you go
to verse 9, it says, “He who has an ear, let him hear.” I'm going to read
through to verse 17 and then I'm going to backtrack to the beginning of
the chapter just to make some references and to pull this all together.
This is from the NIV version of the Bible and it says:

“Whoever has ears, let them hear.” The disciples came to him
and asked, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?” He
replied, “Because the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom
of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. Whoever
has will be given more, and they will have an abundance.
Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken
from them. This is why I speak to them in parables: “Though
seeing, they do not see;though hearing, they do not hear or
understand. In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: “You
will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be
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Hearing with the Ear in Your hEARt

ever seeing but never perceiving. For this people’s heart has
become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they
have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their
eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and
turn, and I would heal them.”

That reference refers to repentance.

“But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears
because they hear. For truly I tell you, many prophets and
righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it,
and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.”

In the rest of that chapter, Jesus goes on to give the true meaning
of the parable of the sower, but He also tells several other parables,
such as the parable of The Mustard Seed, the parable of The Leaven,
the parable of The Sower is explained, the parable of The Pearl of
Great Price, and the parable of The Dragnet. This chapter really
speaks to hearing, not just hearing with your ears, but understand-
ing what you hear in your heart. Look at verse 13, which reads:

“This is why I speak to them in parables: “Though seeing, they
do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand.”

So, that's a dual process with regard to hearing and, if you jump
to verse 15, it says, “Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear
with their ears, and understand with their hearts.” So, it's the ear in
your heart that really gives you the understanding that you need to
interpret what's being heard.
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Success on God's Terms

The filter of your heart is what sound goes through to process

the words that someone else is speaking. So, if your heart is in the
right place and lined up with the Word of God, it doesn't matter

what people are saying or what you're hearing with your physical
ears because it's going to be processed properly in your heart, where
the Word of God resides, as you study and show yourself approved.

Now, you have the thoughts of God inside of you. We've been talking

about success on God’s terms and you've heard the Word of God, so
now when you speak something, not only are you speaking it from

your thoughts, it's also being reinforced through your ears. So, you

think it, you speak it, and then you hear it. Your words are not only
going forth, but they're also coming back to you through your ears as
you're speaking. As you take action, you can begin to see the fruit of
your labor through the words you are speaking from your heart.

The State of Your Heart

When you have these external forces driving you on, the state of your

heart is going to determine the actions that you take as a result of what
you've been hearing. If you're full of fear, like those people who are talk-

ing about the recession and the possible collapse of the economy or the

ones worried about hurricanes, earthquakes, or snow in southern cli-
mates and this being the end of the world, you will never make it. How-

ever, if you have the Word of God planted inside of you, you don't feel any

trepidation because He already talks about these things in His Word. He
talks about being in His presence. There should be no trepidation in what

someone is saying as it relates to the economy if your heart is grounded
the right way. If your heart is not grounded in the Word of God and is full

of fear or hardened and nothing can get into it, then you won't have the

ability to take the appropriate actions and turn so you can be healed.
You won't be able to turn and find the prosperity that you're looking for

or have the ability to repair a relationship that has collapsed.

Turning is all based on the state of your heart. The way you hear
with your heart is by allowing the ear that's in your heart to be filled
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with compassion. You have to have the fruit of love and of the Spirit

that the Word talks about inside of you. It's not just a thought process
as it relates to the way that your brain operates and stores informa-

tion, but it's the way your heart draws from those things that are
stored in your memories. Your brain collects this information from
your environment. You process information with your brain and

store it in there. The condition of your heart should always be of con-

cern to you. Have you been hurt in a way that has you stuck in that
place in time, even though it happened many years ago? Have you

matured at all? Did you learn anything from that experience? Are you

playing that scenario over and over and over again in your mind and

find that you're still stuck in the past, versus living in the current day

because the state of your heart won't allow you to move forward?
You have to be in a position where you can hear with your heart.

When you have the Word of God resonating on the inside of you, you

have an opportunity to line up with Him so that you can be healed
from whatever’s ailing you. Can you take the appropriate action as

you process the information in your mind that you're hearing with

your ears? Are you listening with compassion? Are you listening
with concern? Or are you listening just so you can give a response

or reaction based on a hard heart, a hurting heart, one that’s fearful,

cowardly, cold, malicious, conniving, or manipulative? How are you
approaching the world? If any negative things reside in your heart,

you have to recognize that your hearing is a two-part process. Hear-

ing is the physical process of sound waves created by things that are
being communicated and those sound waves end up residing in your

third ear, which is your heart, where every little thing is being pro-

cessed through the state of your heart.

Imagination in the Heart

Turn to Genesis 8:21. I'm going to close out with this reference just

to illustrate what I'm talking about and you can do your own study. If
we go to chapter 8, verse 21 in the NIV version of the Bible it reads:
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“The Lord smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart:

‘Never again will I curse the ground because of man, even

though every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood. And

never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done.

rn

This was the promise that He made to Noah after the flood. He's

saying that, from our childhood the inclination—and the King James

Version says imagination, “ . .the imagination of his heart is evil from
childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures.” We've

all been taught that our imagination is in our mind. Here, clearly the
Word of God talks about our imagination residing in our heart.

So, you have to really think about this whole concept. Do you re-

ally think with your mind or do you process the environment around
you with your mind? As you feed your heart the Word of God, then

that Word is there to be referenced and used as afilter. Everything that

enters into your being can be filtered through the Word that resides

in your heart and that’s really the ear that you want to be able to un-

derstand with. Don't just hear what's being said, you want that Word

being spoken to you, which is always life-giving, even when what's
being spoken to you is ill-willed. You want it to be processed through

your heart, that ear in your heart, so that you can hear to a “T.” Only

the Word of God can assist you with that. As you are presented with

the opportunity to allow the Word of God to reside in your heart and

be the controller who sits on the throne of your heart, God can heal

you from anything. There’'s not a thing that He cannot heal you from or
prepare you for as you allow your heart to be inhabited by the Word of
God, the thoughts of God and the emotions of God through Jesus.

What'’s in Your Heart— Gerald Rogers’ Testimony

As I began to wrap my mind around the understanding of how im-
portant it is to make sure your heart is properly aligned, I have come
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to realize that there's no way you can be successful in business, serve

in your community or with the individuals you've been partnering
with, unless you have your heart cleansed and purged from all set-

backs, dilemmas, and struggles.

After doing research on this matter, I found myself beginning
to understand the importance of how Jesus declared that . .man

should not live by bread alone, but by every word the proceeds out of

the mouth of God.” I realized that our whole being is based on what's
in our hearts. As I was looking at the definition of the heart itself,

some experts and scholars indicate that the human heart is consid-

ered as the center of our emotions and our personality, attributes of
our inner-most thoughts and feelings. I am beginning to understand,

in looking at the Word of God, the magnitude of how important it is
that you understand that you can't even function properly if you do

not have the right words planted in your heart. Then, because there

are times when your mind can’t distinguish between what's real and
what’s not, it will respond based on the filters that you've planted

in your heart and it's only going to respond based on where your

emotional state and emotional being are at the time. David asks in
Psalm 42 verse 11, “Why am I discouraged? Why is my heart so sad?’,

which means “Heart, why are you so emotionally distraught.” We un-

derstand that we have the authority to change our state of being be-
cause we're thinking the proper thoughts, and as we speak the Word

of God over our situations, we have the ability to bring our hearts

into subjection.

I found out that we cannot possibly operate in the realm in which

we've been called to if we're deficient by not having the Word of God

planted and rooted within our hearts. As I began to understand that,
[ took alook ata couple of things. I've learned that the heart itself can

also be considered the seat of desire, where every inclination of man

is rooted by the decisions he makes, and those inclinations will be
indicated by the heart. Depending on your disposition, your heart

can be hardened, based for example on you allowing your past exper-

iences to interfere with your present life. We consider these things
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to be strongholds, those emotional traumas and people who've hurt

you in the past, and as you rely and lay in that place of existence, it
becomes perpetual and now you're unable to excel beyond that hurt

or pain to get past that experience. So, you continually live it over and

over again because you've not taken the time out to have your heart
regenerated. Since the heart can be regarded as the seat of your emo-

tions, we should always remember the Scripture declares that,
“.. . The LORD our God is one LORD: And thou shalt love the LORD
thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy

might. And these words, which | command thee this day, shall be in

thine heart: “Deuteronomy 6:4-6 KJV That means our very existence,
our very being and whole desire should be to honor and please Him,

and by doing so, He will allow you and me to move in the manifesta-

tion of His being because our hearts are pure and bent toward Him.

This allows Him to consume us with His presence and His goodness

and when we do, guess what? All of our existence then reflects the
glory and the manner in which we are able to see the manifestation

of the Kingdom of Heaven right here on the earth.

We're excited to know that, as we look at our situations from the
viewpoint of our businesses and move toward having success the way

God intended it, we are to realize and understand that man always

looks at the outward appearance, but God searches our hearts. If you

are now failing in your business endeavors, it is simply because you

have not had your heart regenerated. God loves us so much that He

knows the things He has in store for us. If we're not ready to receive

those things yet, there’s some purging that needs to take place in

our hearts before He releases certain blessings to us. So, I wanted

to share that with you, so you won't be frustrated. I know when God
gives us a vision and we see the end from the beginning, during the

purging process, there are some things that must be cut away before

He allows us to receive the end results. He will circumcise our hearts
and cut away those things that are not necessary or productive in our
lives. The reason God does this can be found in (Proverbs 23:7 NK]JV),
where it simply says this, “For as he thinks in his heart, so [is] he”
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Hearing with the Ear in Your hEARt

Here we go, back to the very beginning of where we started out. Our

thought processes and our emotional state reside in our heart, but
if we don’t have the proper words to put in our mind to filter our

hearts, then we'll never be able to see how the existence to which

God has called us can be almost overwhelmingly wonderful. In un-
derstanding this, I know I'm blessed and honored to realize that the

Word of God declares in Jeremiah 3:15, “And I will give you shepherds

after my own heart, who will guide you with knowledge and under-
standing.” God will assemble and place people in our lives who have

His heart, so the compassion that He shows toward us, the mercy and

the grace that He extends to us, and the ability we exhibit to want to
attend to the needs of others first occurs because He resides in our

hearts. He has a desire to have a personal relationship with each of
us. His heart is to allow us to have right fellowship with Him, and

because of that, He made the ultimate sacrifice. We're assured that in

the last days, according to Jeremiah 3:15, He will give us pastors ac-
cording to His heart, who will feed you and me with knowledge and

understanding.

I want you to understand what is written in Jeremiah 29:11.
This is the ultimate purpose and plan for manifestation when our

hearts are properly aligned. So, we can be assured of this, according

to Jeremiah 29:11-14, where He says “For [ know the plans I have for
you,” says the LORD. “They are plans for good and not for disaster,

to give you a future and a hope. In those days when you pray, I will

listen. If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me. I will be
found by you,” says the LORD. “I will end your captivity and restore

your fortunes. I will gather you out of the nations where I sent you

and will bring you home again to your own land.”

So, when our desire is to experience His presence and see His

will manifested, we must search our hearts to be sure our motives

are pure. Then, we can approach Him properly because the requests
that we make unto Him are not filtered with self-consumption. It's

all about being a blessing and being able to be of benefit to someone

else from a business perspective. At this point, we've been able to lay
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